The redesign
. ‘ of her London garden

gave Tricia Guild the
- chance to create "
-~ . an outdoor environment

every bit as distinctively -
modern as the interior |
'u. it partners
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OPFOSITE A blue-glazed fountain trickles water into a pool covered with lime green duckweed. THIS PAGE Alchemiila malfis and Salerolia soleroli

arow through cracks i the Paving; the blug umbels of Agapenthus 'Bross ingham Blua' nae fram waky foliage
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rowth [is] the only evidence ol life,’

according o Cardinal Newman
PR -500, “Iricia Guild, founder,
chatrman and creative director o the
eponymous Designers Guild, exemplifies this
aphorism in her enthusiastic embracing of life in all
s aspects and m her absolute commitment 1o
all kands of growth: spiritual and artistic as well as

orgamc. For 'i'!\.l.lll|.l|l.'. the Sull mystic Georges

Clurdijedl is named on her official CV as having
been a powerful influence. He features on a list
which includes, among others, Matisse, Howard
Hodgkin, Wagner, Puccind and architects Le Cor
brusier and [ M Pei. All are credited with helping to
create T rcia’s distinetive style,

Tricia Guild has heen g wing things rom seed
sinece early chnldhood, when her grandfather sel
aside o corner of his Hampstead garden for hes
exclusive use. She still loves growing herbs, Mowers

and salads — on her hillside garden in Tuscany, as

well as in the London garden leamred on these
prages. A pair of potagers, more usually foood e
the kitchen at the back of a house, has here been
created at the front, ina departure from the norm
typical of Tricia. No one but Tricia may pick
anvthing from these plots becanse ‘other people
leive o nasty moess, When ©pick amything, you can't
see it's been picked,’

But this heartfelt need for order .|!||_| |_-::-:|[|_ra|_
has to be set .I.\,'I.Ii:ll‘\l Aan |'r|.|.|E YEArnng for th
romantic: as she savs, T do like a certain amount
ol Ireedom and wildness, bat it most be within a
very architectural structure -I.III' ||1'-\_ vews and
limes in this garden need w be really well clipped
(o contrast with the plans growing as they wane,
As they want, up toa ||-|i||l what Trct delinitel
cloes not want is any suggestion of a wild garden,
Above all, she wanted a garden o reflect the
modern design of the interior it now complements,

Iricia redesigned her house and felt that the

CLOCKWISE FROM
ABOVE LEFT
Pleached limes affer
shado and privacy.
Lady's mantle and
-y our-own-
busenoss soesd
themselves botwean
lhi paving stones.

A gonal view of this
clear geormetna layout
of the garden. Tricia
Guild and husband
Richard Polo, Rosa
“Tuscany Supsrb.
Logs are neally stackoed
by the large glass
doara, which maka the
garden an extension
of the baserment









charming, country leel ol the existing garden was no
lomger appropeiate, As she sees it, “not being sentd
mental about the garden doesn't mean not loving i,
Ih'II-l vt have Lo tadee a firma Line ,. and o troubdes IS
st b |t:|r11_:{-|1| I-r\-:rl‘m'||1-1|‘|1'4|r'i1:i||.;|| |'||;||||:||||_::'
for sentimental reasons was carelully curbed Ly the
wininian who worries that carting from garden to
garclen & much-loved pair of stone pats she mberited
from her grandparents eres on the mawkish,

Tricia Gouild is used 1o working as one of o eam
When she recognized a kindred spirit in ganden
elesigner Arne Maynard, she had no qualms abow
asking him to help. ‘Arne and 1 are of like minds,
bt Arne has a decp understanding of gardens
from below the surface, He taght me 1o exercise
the same discipline in the garden that T do i the
house, and make choices; otherwise you end up
with a benuatiful country border, and T dien’t wini
that, Working with Arne has been incredibly
stivmuliating, | think he enjoved working with me 1o
crente a ;’..I.I'dl'l'l as modlern anel visually LT G
the hasose,”

Arne's briel was o create an outdoor living
space: though “Inicia Guild loves gardening, she
also wanted to be able w relax in her garden. I
miikes one use the space as a room cather than
somewhere simply toowalk arcund, and it is very
e b be able to sit down with a deink, and read the
papers or @ book,” “T'he finshed garden includes
four chistimet 'ii1ti|=|<_[ arcas, two at the [romit, tweoat the

baack; cach features ilzll'l|'h.1|:5.:r.||1||' AETANEEICILS

ol decorative pots, scented plants and assoreed
ofnety oy,
Unly a couple of roses from the orginal planting
R New Dawn' and K, ‘Ceoile Beiinner!
aven stay of exeoution by Arne, whose tsk was to

idently a range of suitable planes o express the

WTe

viviel, traclemark Guild palete - line green, manve,
vinlet, purple, magenta, indigo and Mame, although

a ‘splodge’ of red-hot pokers did nor work and was

I‘~'l.'|'i|i:|1_| jettsoned, H.L|r|ft|} the Labwsraons business of
planting thewsands of scilla bulbs along the eracks of

the paving o create gorgeous, brilliant blue lines in
spring - reflecting the indigo of the ceramic tles in
the two ponds — most emphatically does work,

l'o prowide the illusion of romantic abandon
throughout the year, a number of potentially
troublesome  sell-seeclers  have been planted:
Adeheneelia modlss ancd the toue |||I:|:-_=|:.' ||.|.§_l;i|1' minel-
vour-own-husiness soften the paving lines; Fnbena
bangriensis provides Le-summer colour; Fuphoriia
cligracias \.||||:~|| i .'l!'lll'.-'.l.'.'.l contirlnites |i|||l'-'..',1l'l'|l

flower '~|'Ji]».l.‘.\: and I.'II'I.'IliII!-_'|. Brrannee-le

aled, purple-
Nowered bugle, Apga wplans, supplies vear-round
gronmned cover, Nevertheless, anvithing than wanders
in uninvited, even anvthing as wrresistible as a
Welsh poppy, gets short shreill. As Tricia warns,
you st really watch those colours, even ina couns
try garden.” Tricia Guild deseribwes the garden's
SpTIE as romantic, Arne prefees minmal, [ is both;
the result of a remarkably successful partnership O
Arne Meaymard ftel: 020-7 756 D664)

OPPOSITE In the fromt
gardan, a standard
Cluercus ey stands n
a topary-divided boed of
vegetables and herbs
with resemary al each
cormes. THIS PAGE
Campantia ¥
haylodgensis 'Plena’
(top left), Roza 'MNow
Dawn' climbs owver first-
flooe balistrading (lop
nghth and down a
drainpipe; beneath it
ang pats of lopiary,
lemon verbena, Lippia
citrodora, tomatoss
and salviaa, Al
cristophii (below)




